MIN 

2. Gay has improperly made it a fubftantive> 

Here fhall the pencil bid its colours flow, 
w And niake a miniature creation grow. Gav. 

Finikin. adj. i. Small; diminutive. Ufed in flight con¬ 
tempt. ® 

SJeepeft, or wakeft thou, jolly fhepherd. 

Thy fheep be in the corn; 

And for one blaft of thy minikin mouth, 

, Th 7 fteep fhall take no harm. Shake/p. King Lear. 

Mi nikin. n. f. A fmall fort of pins* 

Mi'nim. n.f. (from minimus , Lat.] 

1-. A fmall being; a dwarf. 

Not all 

Minims of nature; fome of ferpent-kind-, 

Wond’rous in length, and corpulence, involv’d 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Miltons Par. Lofl. 

2. This word is applied, in the northern counties, to a fmall 
fort of fifh, which they pronounce mennim . See Minnow. 
MI'NIMUS . 7 i. f [Latin.] A being of the leaft fize. 

Get you gone, you dwarf. 

You minimus of hind’riftg knot grafs made j 
You bead, you acorn. Shakefpeare. 

Mi'NiON. n.f. [ mignon , French.] A favourite; a darling; a 
low dependant; one who pleafes rather than benefits. A 
word of contempt, or of flight and familiar kindnefs. 

Minion , faid fhe ; indeed I was a pretty one in thofe days ; 
I fee a number of lads that love you. Sidney, b. ii. 

They were made great courtiers, and in the way of mi¬ 
nions, when advancement, the moft mortal offence to envy, 
ftirred up their former friend to overthrow them. Sidney. 

One, who had been a fpecial minion of Andromanas, hated 
us for having difpoffeffed him of her heart Sidney , b. ii. 

Go rate thy minions'. 

Becomes it thee to be thus bold in terms 

Before thy fovereign. Shakefpeare's Henry VI. 

Duncan’s horfes. 

Beauteous and fwift, the minions of the race, 

Turn’d wild in nature. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

His company mufl do his minions grace, 

Whilft I at home flarve for a merry look. Shakefpeare. 
Edward fent one army into Ireland ; not for conqueft, but 
to guard the perfon of his minion Piers Gavefton. Davies. 

If a man fhould launch into the hiftory of human nature, 
we fhould find the very minions of princes linked in confpira- 
cies againft their mailer. VEflrange's Fables. 

The drowfy tyrant by his minions led, 

To regal rage devotes fome patriot’s head. Swift. 

"Mi'nious. adj. [fiom minium , Latin.] Of the colour of red 
lead or vermilion. 

Some conceive, that the Red Sea receiveth a red and mi- 
nious tinclure from fprings that fall into it. Brown. 

To Mi'nish. v. a. [from dimimfh ; minus , Latin.] To leffen ; 
to lop ; to impair. 

Ye {hall not minijh ought from your bricks of your daily 
talk. Exod. v. 19. 

They are minijhed and brought low through oppreflion. 

Pfal. cvii. 39. 

Another law was to bring in the filver of the realm to the 
mint, in making all c(ipt, minified, or impaired coins of fil- 

, ver, not to be current in payments. Bacon's Henry VII. 

MI'NISTER. n.f [minifer, Latin; miniflre, Fr.] 

1. An agent; one who is employed to any end ; one who ads 
not by anv inherent authority, but under another. 

You, whom virtue hath made the princefs of felicity, be 
not the minifer of ruin. Sidney , b. ii. 

Rumble thy belly full; fpit fire, fpout rain, 

Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are mv daughters ; 

I tax not you, you elements, with unkindnefs : 

But yet I call vou fervile miniflers , 

That have with two pernicious daughters join’d 

Your high-engender’d battles, ’gainft a head 

So old and white as this. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Th’ infernal minifer advanc’d. 

Seiz’d the due vi&im. Drydens Theodore and Honoria. 

Other fpirits govern’d by the will, 

Shoot through their tracks, and diflant muffles nil; 

This fovereign, by his arbitrary nod. 

Retrains or fends his miniflers abroad. Blackmore. 

2. One who is employed in the admimflration of govern- 

"“Kings mufl be anfwerable to God, but the miniflers to 
kings, whofe eyes, ears, and hands they are, mull be an¬ 
fwerable to God and man. Bacon. 

3. One who ferves at the altar; one who performs facerdotal 

functions. r 1 - » 

Epaphras, a faithful minifer of Chrifl. 1 t>al. 1. 7. 

The miniflers are always preaching, and the governours 
putting forth ed'ffls againft dancing and gaming. Addijon. 

The miniflers of the gofpel are efpecially required to lmne 
as lights in the world, becaufe the diftin&ion of their ftation 


ion 
gives a 
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renders their condu& more obfervable * and th* r 
of their knowledge, and the dignity of thei*^ offl prefuni P t ‘ 
peculiar force and authority to theirexample' * e> £lves 
4 * A delegate; an official. F 

T ~ , If wrongfully 

^et God revenge; for I may never lift 
n angry arm againft his minifer. Sbabfa z> ■ 1 TT 

ambaSr fr ° m * *"**“ powef > without the dignity"* 

To Minister, v. a. [minflro , Latin ] To p-Ivp • tn r \ 
to afford. J 10 g ,ve Ho fupply. 

AH thecuftoms of the Iriffi would minfler occafion of, 

™ople amP ° f the 0riginnl and anti 1 ui ‘y of that 

Now he that minijlereth feed to the fowt/both miZt 
bread for your food and multiply your feed fown. 2 Cor .L 
. The wounded patient bears 

To tt. that minyim the CUte ' OlW ‘ 0 '‘ Qr P hm - 

1. To attend; to ferve in arty office, 

Certain of them had the charge of the miniflering vefTels 
to bring them in and out by tale. i Qbrot ix. 28* 

1 hey which minfler about holy things, live of the things 
or the temple. r n ' ° 

* i - lUr. ix. i? t 

At table Eve ** 

Minfler d naked, and their flowing cups 
With pleafant liquors crown'd. Milton's Par. Lofl, b. V 

2. I o give medicines. 

Can’ll thou not minfler to a mind difeas’d. 

Pluck from the memory a rooted forrow, 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain ? Shak. Mach 

3. To give fupplies of things needful; to give affiftance; to 
contribute; to conduce. 

Others miniflered unto him of their fubftance. Luke viii, r 
He who has a foul wholly void of gratitude, fhould fet his 
foul to learn of his body; for all the parts of that minifer to 
one another. > South’s Sermons. 

There is no truth which a man may more evidently make 
out than the exiftence of a God; yet he that fhall con¬ 
tent himfelf with things as they minfler to us pleafures and 
paffions, and not make enquiry a little farther into their 
caufes and ends, may live long without any notion of fuch a 

bein g- Locke. 

Thofe good men, who take fuch pleafure in relieving the 
miferable for Chrift’s fake, would not have been lefs forward 
to minfler unto Chrifl himfelf. Atterbury 

Falling is not abfolutely good, but relatively, and as it 
miniflers to other virtues. Smalridge's Sermons. 

4. To attend on the fervice of God. 

Whether prophefy, let us prophefy according to the pro¬ 
portion of faith; or miniftry, let us wait on our miniflring. 

Rom. xii. 7. 

Ministerial, adj . [from minfler.] 

1. Attendant; adling at command. 

Underftanding is required in a man; courage and vivacity 
in the lion; fervice, and miniflerial officioufnefs, in the ox. 

Brown's Vulgar Errours. 
From eflences unfeen, celeftial names, 

Enlight’ning fpirits, and miniflerial flames. 

Lift we our reafon to that fovereign caufe. 

Who blefs’d the whole with life. Prior. 

.2. Adding under fuperior authority. 

For the miniflerial officers in court there mufl be an eye 
unto them. Bacon's Advice to Villiers. 

Abftinence, the apoftle determines, is of no other real 
value in religion, than as a miniflerial caufe of moral effedls; 
as it recalls us from the world, and gives a ferious turn to 
our thoughts. Rogers's Sermons. 

3. Sacerdotal; belonging to the ecclefiafticks or their office. 

Thefe fpeeches of Jerom and Chryfoftom plainly allude 
unto fuch miniflerial garments as were then in ufe. Hooker . 

4. Pertaining to miniflers of flate, or perfons in fubordinate au¬ 
thority. , . 

Ministery. n.f \minflerium , Lat.] Office; fervice.. this 
word is now contracted to miniftry , but ufed by Milton as 
four fyllables. _ 

They that will have their chamber filled with a good icent,- 
make fome odoriferous water be blown about it by their 
vants mouths that are dextrous in that miniflery. Dig y 
This temple to frequent „ 

With minfleries due, and folemn rites.. Milton , • 

Mi'nistral. adj. [from minfler .] Pertaining to a mini er. 
MTnistrants. adj. [from minfler .] Attendant; ac ing \ 
command. 

Him thrones, and pow’rs. 

Princedoms, and dominations miniflrant , a , 

Accompany’d to heav’n-gate. Milton s Par. LoJ 

Miniflrant to their queen with bufy care. 

Four faithful handmaids the foft rites prepare. 


Pope. 
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Ministra'tion. n.f. [from miniftro, Latin.] 

1. Agency; intervention; office of an agent delegated or com- 
niiffioned by another. 

God made him the inftrument of his providence to me, as 
he hath made his own-land to him, with this difference, that 
God by his miniflration to me, intends to do him a favour. 
5 1 Taylor’s living holy. 

Though fometimes effected by the immediate fiat of the 
divine will, yet I think they are moft ordinarily done by the 
miniflration of angels. . Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

2. Service; office; ecclefiaftical function. 

If the prefent miniflration be more glorious than the for¬ 
mer, the minifter is more holy. Atterbury s Sermons. 

MINIUM, n.f. [Latin.] 

Melt lead in a broad earthen veffel unglazed, and ftir it 
continually till it be calcined into a grey powder; this is 
called the calx of lead ; continue the fire, ftirring it in the 
fame manner, and it becomes yellow; in this Hate it is ufed 
in painting, and is called mafticot or mafficot; after this put 
it into a reverberatory furnace, and it will calcine further, 
and become of a fine red, which is the common minium or 
red lead : among the ancients minium was the name for cin¬ 
nabar : the modern minium is ufed externally, and is excel¬ 
lent in cleanfing and healing old ulcers. Hill's Mat. Med. 
MTnistry. n.f. [contracted from miniflery ; minflerium, Lat.J 

1. Office; fervice. 

So far is an indiftin6lion of all perfons, and, by confe- 
quence, an anarchy of all things, fo far from being agree¬ 
able to the will of God, declared in his great houfliold, the 
world, and efpecially in all the miniflries of his proper houfe- 
hold the church, that there was never yet any time, I be¬ 
lieve, fince it was a number, when fome of its members 
were not more facred than others. Sprat’s Sermons. 

2 . Office of one fet apart to preach ; ecclefiaftical function. 

Their miniftry perform’d, and race well run, 

Their doctrine and their ftory written left. 

They die. Milton’s Par. Lofl, b. xii. 

Saint Paul was miraculoufly called to the miniftry of the 
gofpel, and had the whole doctrine of the gofpel from God 
by immediate revelation; and was appointed the apoftle of 
the Gentiles for propagating it in the heathen world. Locke. 

3. Agency; interpofition. 

The natural world he made after a miraculous manner; 
but directs the affairs of it ever fince by Handing rules, and 
the ordinary miniflry of fecond caufes. Atterbury. 

The poets introduced the miniflry of the gods, and taught 
the feparate exiftence of human fouls. Bentley's Sermons. 

4. Bufinefs. 

He fafe from loud alarms, 

Abhorr’d the wicked miniflry of arms. Dryden's Mn. 

5. Perfons employed in the publick affairs of a ftate. 

I converfe in full freedom with many cordiderable men of 
both parties ; and if not in equal number, it is purely acci¬ 
dental, as happening to have made acquaintance at court 
more under one miniflry than another. Swift. 

Mi nnock. n.f. Of this word I know not the precife mean- 
mg. It is not unlikely that minnock and minx are oririnallv 
the fame word. & : 

An afs’s nole I fixed on his head; 

Anon his Thifbe mufl be anlwered, 

And forth my -Wi comes. Sbakefuart. 

Minnow, n.f. [menue, French.] A very' fmall filh ; a ptnk ■ 
a corruption of minim, which fee. 1 

Hear you this triton of the minnows ? Shakefpeare 
1 he mmmw, when he is in perfefl feafon, and not fick 
T™* ' b , on, r P refentl y after (pawning, hath a kind of dappled 

”T lr ed CO iT’ a panther ’ on his fldes > inclining to a 
greemfh and fky-colour, his belly being milk-white, and his 
back almoh black or blackilh: he is a fharp biter at a fmall 
worm in hot weather, and in the Spring they make excellent 
mnno W tanhes, for being wafted well in fait, and their heads 

vofkf' f CUt ° ff ’ ?nd c heir gUtS taken out > bein § fried with 
yolks of eggs pnmrofes and tanfy. Wdton'e Aarlcr 

™Jfiftft™ b C tUmmS ofthemOTWTO is the perfection of m,n- 

MI'NOR. adj. [Latin.] Walton's Angler. 

I. Petty; inconliderable. 

If there are petty errours and minor lapfes, not confer 

ably injurious unto faith, yet is it not fafetn V * conl de /" 
nour falflties * £ not^iafe to contemn mf e - 

2 - I^efs; fmaller. * Vul ^ ar Er ™*rs, b. v. 

1 hey altered this cuftem from cafes of bio-K ™ 
to the moft trivial deh^ h gh conc ernment 

their proleft the W part ordinarily entering 

t :r h * «-act 

MTnor. n.f Browne’s Vulgar Errours. 

J ' nu n fa g e n hl r ol e n ; affafr 6 T h0fe Cann0t yCt allow him 
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King Richdrd the Second, the firll ten years of his reigi^ 
was a minor. Davies on Ireland : 

He and his mufe might be minors, but the libertines are 
full grown. Collier’s View of the Stage ; 

^Long as the year’s dull circle feems to run. 

When the brifk minor pants for twenty-one. Pope ; 

The nobleft blood of England having beeii fhed in the 
grand rebellion, many great families became extin6l; or fup- 
ported only by minors. Swift ; 

A minor or infant cannot be faid to be contumacious, be¬ 
caufe he cannot appear as a defendant in court, but by his 
guardian. # Ayliffes Par ergon. 

2. The fecond or particular propofition in the fyllogifmi 

The fecond or minor propofition was, that this kingdom 
hath caufe of juft fear of overthrow from Spain. Bacon . 

He fuppofed that a philofopher’s brain was like a foreft, 
where ideas are ranged like animals of feveral kinds; that 
the major is the male, the minor the female, which copulate 
by the middle term, and engender the conclufton. Arbuthnot. 
To Mi'norate. v. a. [from minor , Lat.] To leffen ; to di- 
minifh. A word not yet admitted into the language. 

This it doth not only by the advantageous affiftance of 2. 
tube, but by fhewing in what degrees diftance minorates the 
objedt. Glanville’s Scepf 

Minora'tion. n.f. [from minor ate.'] The a6t of lellening j 
diminution; decreafe. A. word not admitted. 

Bodies emit virtue without abatement of weight, as is moft: 
evident in the ioadftone, whofe efficiences are communicable 
without a minoration of gravity. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

We hope the mercies of God will conlider our degenerated 
integrity unto fome minoration of our offences. Brown. 

Mino'rity. n. f. [minorite, Fr. from minor , Latin.] 

1. The ftate of being under age. 

I mov’d the king, my mafter, to fpeak in the behalf of 
my daughter, in the ininority of them both. Shakefpeare. 

He is young, and his minority 
Is put into the truft of Richard Glofter. Shakefpeare. 

Thefe changes in religion fhould be flaid, until the king 
were of years to govern by himfelf: this the people appre¬ 
hending worfe than it was, a queftion was raifed, whether, 
during the king’s minority, fuch alterations might be made or 
no * Hayward's Edw. VI. 

Henry the Eighth, doubting he might die in the minority of 
his Ion, procured an a£t to pafs, that no ftatute made durino- 
the minority of the king fhould bind him or his fucceffors, ex¬ 
cept it were confirmed by the king at his full age. But the 
firll a< 5 t that paffed in king Edward the Sixth’s time, was a 
repeal of that former a&; at which time neverthelefs the 
king was minor. Bacor g s H y JL 

II there be evidence, that it is not many ages fince nature 

was in her minority, this may be taken for a good proof that 
fhe is not eternal. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

I heir counlels are warlike and ambitious, though lbme- 
tempered by the minority of their king. Temble 

2. The ftate of being lefs. G P *' 

From this narrow time of geftation may enfue a minority, 

4 f m S’ e if m the , exclufion - Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b. iii. 

3. e (mailer number: as, the minority held for that queftion 

in oppofition to the majority. ^ 

Mi'notaur. n.f [minotaure, French; mines and taurus 1 A 
ntonfter invented by the poets, half man and half bull, kept 
in Daedalus’s labyrinth. * P 

Thou may’ll not wander in that labyrinth. 

Master. » Sh ^/P^. 

fiartical frate/nity; a ^Thedral cTu oh ‘Th “ £CC ' e - 

tained at York and Lichfield ^ W ° rd 13 ^ re ’ 

Mi'nstrel. n.f [mencjlrU, Spanift ■ mcnejlrallus , low Latin 1 
A muhetan ; one who plays upon inftruments. ’ Ldtln ^ 
Hark how th tmmjlrels ’gin to fhrill aloud 
i heir merry mufick that refounds from far, 

Thtr P n Pe ’ the tabor ’ and the trembling croud, 

we agme ^ Efithal. 

eemed as a ^/ataft^ W ,, f 

p n M Ce v. the minJirds of a cou «ty (how • 

Follow d the prizes through each paltry town 

By trumpet-cheeks and bloated faces kifown ’ n j 

Tlf ten <°Z fe / rs and poets have confefs’d ’ Dr y dsn - 

That mufick’s force can tame the furious heart- 
Can make the wolf, or foaming boar feftraff 5 

vf°T/ n [fro kSt - Prhr - 

I. Mufick; mftrumental harmony. " 

Apobo’s felf will envy at his play, 

*1 the world applaud his minjrelfey. Davies. 

That 







































































































































































































































